METAMORPHOSES
remark is rather too philosophic for a man of

action."

He pulled down the corners of his mouth and
stared at me vacantly as he replied:
".Was it not enough to make a man weary
when these symptoms of decay persisted for
years after the victory? Every nation engaged in
the war made heroic efforts; but it seemed to us
here in Italy as if we were being deprived of the
reward of victory."
"I can understand that you felt yourselves to
have been cheated in Paris," said I. "But why
did you and your adherents speak of a Fiume
'sacrificato,' merely because your friends of
yesterday, the Allies, continued to hold the
place? A man who at that time was a prominent
figure said to me that Fiume was only thrust into
the foreground by the referendum, and that
the sole reason why Orlando, the arch-parliamen-
tarian, made such a to-do about it was that it
had become a popular catchword. Why should
Fiume have developed into a sort of holy of
holies just after the war, as if it had played a great
part in Italian history and civilisation like Florence
or Bologna?"
He continued to gaze into vacancy and said:
"You are wrong in thinking that that was a
mere matter of parliamentary finesse. Fiume was
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